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“A Humbling View of Salvation”

"Pastor Bob's Pastoral Thoughts on Predestination”
Dear friends in Christ,

Today's sermon addresses a very controversial subject known as "election”,
which is a specific doctrine closely related to "predestination." It is never my in-
tention to introduce controversy into the life of any church, but at times contro-
versy is the effect even though it is never the intent. The call of any preacher of
God's Word, however, is to "not hesitate to proclaim the whole counsel of

God" (see Paul's charge to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20). So | approach this
task today with great sobriety and - hopefully - humility. Indeed, these teachings
are "the deep things of God" that Pastor June preached about several weeks
ago.

The Westminster Confession of Faith, arguably the greatest theological docu-
ment ever penned by man, warns preachers like myself as we approach this
topic.

“The doctrine of this high mystery of predestination is to be handled with
special prudence and care . . ." [WCF 3.8]

What if you do not believe this doctrine? Do you lose your salvation? Does it
make you an inferior Christian? Of course not! There are many sincere, faithful,
Bible-believing Christians who do not believe in the Reformed faith in general
and the doctrine of election/predestination in particular. You can certainly be a
member in good standing in any Evangelical Presbyterian Church and not em-
brace it. However, you cannot be an ordained officer in the EPC if you do not
embrace this doctrine. It is an integral part of our church constitution, and church
officers are held to a higher theological standard than church members in the
EPC.

Today, the majority of American Christians simply have not been taught, have
not understand, and/or do not embrace this doctrine. Those of us who do are in a
distinct minority. This was not true in the 18th and 19th centuries. In those days
this doctrine was embraced by the Anglican Church, the Lutheran Church, all
Presbyterian churches, and many Baptist churches. But, in any case, the majority
can be wrong whether in the 18th or the 21st century. This doctrine is not pre-
sented in a popularity contest. IF it is taught in the Bible, then we are called to
accept it with joy. IF it is not taught in the Bible, then we are called to reject it with
conviction. IF you are not sure, keep studying, praying, and pondering it for your-
self. May God continue to bless you all,

Pastor Bob
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